
 

COMMISSIONERS' 
DECISION MAKING 

MEETING
________________________________________________

Wednesday, 20 May 2015 at 2.00 p.m.
C1, 1st Floor, Town Hall, Mulberry Place, 5 Clove Crescent, London, 

E14 2BG

The meeting is open to the public to attend. 

Members:

 Sir Ken Knight (Chair) (Commissioner)
 Chris Allison (Member) (Commissioner)
Max Caller (Member) (Commissioner)
Alan Wood (Member) (Commissioner)

Public Information:

The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

Contact for further enquiries: 
Matthew Mannion, Democratic Services, 
1st Floor, Town Hall, Mulberry Place, 5 Clove Crescent, London, E14 2BG
Tel: 020 7364 4881
E-mail: antonella.burgio@towerhamlets.gov.uk
Web:http://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/committee

Scan this code 
for an 
electronic 
agenda: 



Public Information
Attendance at meetings.
The public are welcome to attend the Commissioners decision making meetings. However 
seating is limited and offered on a first come first served basis. 

Audio/Visual recording of meetings. 
Should you wish to film the meeting, please contact the Committee Officer shown on the 
agenda front page. 

Mobile telephones
Please switch your mobile telephone on to silent mode whilst in the meeting. 

Access information for the Town Hall, Mulberry Place.     
Bus: Routes: 15, 277, 108, D6, D7, D8 all stop 
near the Town Hall. 
Docklands Light Railway: Nearest stations are 
East India: Head across the bridge and then 
through the complex to the Town Hall, Mulberry 
Place Blackwall station: Across the bus station 
then turn right to the back of the Town Hall 
complex, through the gates and archway to the 
Town Hall. 
Tube: The closest tube stations are Canning 
Town and Canary Wharf.
Car Parking: There is limited visitor pay and 
display parking at the Town Hall (free from 6pm)

If you are viewing this on line:(http://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/content_pages/contact_us.aspx) 

Meeting access/special requirements. 
The Town Hall is accessible to people with special needs. There are accessible toilets, lifts 
to venues. Disabled parking bays and an induction loop system for people with hearing 
difficulties are available.  Documents can be made available in large print, Braille or audio 
version. For further information, contact the Officers shown on the front of the agenda. 

Fire alarm
If the fire alarm sounds please leave the building immediately by the nearest available fire 
exit without deviating to collect belongings. Fire wardens will direct you to the exits and fire 
assembly point. If you are unable to use the stairs, a member of staff will direct you to a 
safe area. The meeting will reconvene if it is safe to do so, or else it will stand adjourned.

Electronic agendas reports, minutes and film recordings.
Copies of agendas, reports and minutes for council meetings and links to 
filmed webcasts can also be found on our website from day of publication.  

To access this, click www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/committee and search for 
the relevant committee and meeting date. 

Agendas are available at the Town Hall, Libraries, Idea Centres and One 
Stop Shops and on the Mod.Gov, iPad and Android apps.  

QR code for 
smart phone 
users

http://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/committee


A Guide to Commissioner Decision Making

Commissioner Decision Making at Tower Hamlets
As directed by the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, the above 
Commissioners have been directed to take decision making responsibility for specific 
areas of work. These include examples such as the disposal of properties, awarding of 
grants and certain officer employment functions. This decision making body has been set 
up to enable the Commissioners to take their decisions in public in a similar manner to 
existing processes. 

Key Decisions
Executive decisions are all decisions that are not specifically reserved for other bodies 
(such as Development or Licensing Committees). Most, but not all, of the decisions to be 
taken by the Commissioners are Executive decisions. Certain important Executive 
decisions are classified as Key Decisions. 

The constitution describes Key Decisions as an executive decision which is likely 

a) to result in the local authority incurring expenditure which is, or the making of savings which are, 
significant having regard to the local authority’s budget for the service or function to which the 
decision relates; or 

b) to be significant in terms of its effects on communities living or working in an area comprising two 
or more wards in the borough. 

Upcoming Key Decisions are published on the website on the ‘Forthcoming Decisions’ 
page through www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/committee. The Commissioners have chosen to 
broadly follow the Council’s definition in classifying their determinations.

Published Decisions
After the meeting, any decisions taken will be published on the Council’s website. 

 The decisions for this meeting will be published on: Friday, 22 May 2015

http://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/committee
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To note the decisions of the meeting held on 13 May 2015.
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LONDON BOROUGH OF TOWER HAMLETS

RECORD OF THE DECISIONS OF THE COMMISSIONERS' DECISION MAKING 
MEETING

HELD AT 6.30 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY, 13 MAY 2015

C1, 1ST FLOOR, TOWN HALL, MULBERRY PLACE, 5 CLOVE CRESCENT, 
LONDON, E14 2BG

Members Present:

Sir Ken Knight (Commissioner)
Max Caller (Commissioner)
Alan Wood (Commissioner)

Councillors Present:

Councillor Peter Golds (Leader of the Conservative Group)
Councillor Rachael Saunders (Leader of the Labour Group)
Councillor Shahed Ali (Cabinet Member for Clean and Green)
Councillor Ohid Ahmed (Cabinet Member for Community Safety)
Councillor Craig Aston
Councillor Shafiqul Haque (Cabinet Member for Culture)
Councillor Gulam Robbani (Cabinet Member for Education and Children's 

Services)
Councillor Andrew Wood

Officers Present:
Dr Somen Banerjee (Interim Director of Public Health, LBTH)
Dave Clark (Acting Service Head Resources, Development 

and Renewal)
Chris Holme (Acting Corporate Director - Resources)
Shazia Hussain (Service Head Culture, Learning and Leisure, 

Communities Localities & Culture)
Keith Williams (Head of Health Borough Programme)
Matthew Mannion (Committee Services Manager, Democratic 

Services, LPG)
Antonella Burgio (Democratic Services)

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Commissioner Chris Allison.

2. DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

No declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests were made.
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3. DECISIONS OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

The decisions of the meeting held on 22 April 2015 were approved as a 
correct record of proceedings.

4. CONSIDERATION OF PUBLIC SUBMISSIONS 

No public submission requests were received for consideration.

5. REPORTS FOR CONSIDERATION 

5.1 Can Do Development Programme - Local Project Support Awards 

The Commissioners agreed the reasons for urgency as set out in the report.

Dr Somen Banerjee, Director of Public Health summarised the report which 
concerned funding for small local projects to support healthier living.

The Commissioners considered submissions from Councillors Shahed Ali, 
Rachel Saunders and Peter Golds and received responses to their questions 
from Dr Banerjee and Keith Williams, Public Health Commissioning 
Programme Manager.  They noted that the request had been made urgently 
as the programme had stopped for five months which created risks for its 
continuation and the utilisation of the summer months for outdoor activity.

The Commissioners agreed the recommendations as set out in the report and 
requested that an additional two clauses be added concerned with monitoring 
outcomes.

RESOLVED

1. That the Can Do Programme local support grant awards scheme be 
approved

2. That the Corporate Director of Education, Social Care and Well Being 
be authorised to award the Can Do Programme local support grant 
awards through the Community Assessment Panels 

3. That reports be provided to the Commissioners at the completion of 
each award cycle with a list of the grants recipients, reason for award 
and amount awarded.

4. That a review be undertaken detailing what expenditure there has been 
over the past five years and the impacts of the initiatives on local health

5. That an annual report of outcomes achieved be made measuring these 
outcomes and how they have met community need and their impact on 
local health.
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5.2 Boishaki Mela 2015 - Grant Application 

The Commissioners agreed the reasons for urgency as set out in the report.

Chris Holme, Acting Corporate Director, Resources, introduced the report 
which concerned an application for support by the Boishaki Mela Trust which 
organised this longstanding community event.  He noted that any support 
given must be cleared through this Trust.  Additionally the Council had no 
legal liability to pay a grant.  The Commissioners then heard representations 
from Councillors Shahed Ali, Rachel Saunders and Peter Golds.  Chris Holme 
and Shazia Hussain, Service Head, Culture, Learning and Leisure answered 
Commissioners’ questions relating to how well the organiser had fulfilled its 
obligations under the terms of the contract it had entered into with the Council 
in 2012. 

In reaching their decisions, Commissioners took into account the following 
information that was provided at the meeting:
• The outcome of the Election Petition Hearing has placed the Boishaki 
Mela into an unforeseen pre-election period.  Commissioners were not 
satisfied that the event fully excluded wider contexts than solely that of a 
community function and therefore felt that expenditure of public funds in this 
circumstance was not appropriate.
• The Trust has failed to fully implement the terms of its contract.  In 
particular it was failing to fulfil its audit requirements to the Council, a 
condition which, under the terms of an Independent Review in 2012 was 
necessary for the grant of subsequent funds.
• An application of this kind was likely to fail to meet the requirements of 
the Main Stream Grants Programme
• For this year’s event, the Trust would continue to benefit from the 
Council’s “in kind” support to the value of £25,000 and the free use of Victoria 
Park.

The Commissioners therefore agreed the following recommendations.

RESOLVED

1. That the 2015 Boishakhi Mela is scheduled to take place on the 17th 
May in Victoria Park, and that responsibility for arranging and 
managing the event rests with the Boishakhi Mela Community Trust Ltd 
be noted.

2. That the requirement, under the agreement with the Trust, for the 
Council to provide a number of services free of charge, as outlined in 
paragraph 3.7, which represent a subsidy estimated to be £25,000 be 
noted.

3. That the position with regard to 2013 and 2014 conditions and 
payments set out in paragraphs 3.10 to 3.14 of the report be noted.
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4. That the amount sought from the Trust for 2015 (para. 3.20) be noted

5. To note that following the outcome of the Election Hearing, and 
subsequent Mayoral election and Ward of Stepney by-election, the 
Mela will take place during the pre-election period (paras. 3.21 to 3.23) 
and resulting from this the Commissioners have agreed not to approve 
grant to support the 2015 Boishakhi Mela

6. That consideration for 2016 and 2017 grant support be regularised as 
part of the 2015-18 mainstream grants process, as outlined in 
paragraph 3.28 

7. That the equalities assessment set out as Appendix A to the report be 
noted.

5.3 Stepney City Farm Educational Facilities 

The item was deferred as it had not received the necessary clearances in time 
for the meeting which had been called at short notice.

The meeting ended at 7.28 p.m. 

Sir Ken Knight
COMMISSIONER
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